
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN OF THE CITY OF CLARKSTON
FRIENDSHIP FOREST WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

I. Existence of Urban Redevelopment Plan

This Urban Redevelopment Plan of the City of Clarkston – Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary
(the “Urban Redevelopment Plan”) constitutes an urban redevelopment plan of the City of Clarkston, 
Georgia (the “City”) within the meaning of Section 36-61-2(24) of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated (“O.C.G.A.”).

The Urban Redevelopment Plan was properly authorized by the City Council of the City of 
Clarkston pursuant to a resolution adopted on December 6, 2016 and in compliance with the Urban 
Redevelopment Law (O.C.G.A. 36-61-1 et seq.), as amended (the “Act”).  The Urban Redevelopment 
Plan is in full force and effect as of that date.

II. Designation of Urban Redevelopment Areas

The City Council of the City determined by a resolutions adopted on October 6, 2015 and 
December 6, 2016 that certain tracts of property located in the City fit the definition described in 
O.C.G.A. Section 36-61-2(15) as a pocket of blight and designated such area as an “urban redevelopment 
area” (the “Urban Redevelopment Area”) appropriate for rehabilitation, conservation, redevelopment, or a 
combination thereof, by urban redevelopment projects.  The property described in Exhibit A attached 
hereto constitutes the “Urban Redevelopment Area” for purposes of this Urban Redevelopment Plan.

III. Description of the Urban Redevelopment Projects

The Urban Redevelopment Area shall be rehabilitated and redeveloped as follows (collectively, 
the "Urban Redevelopment Project"):

(A) The parcels constituting the park (described on Exhibit A) will be acquired by the Urban 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Clarkston from the City of Clarkston and DeKalb 
County.  The park, known as Friendship Forest will be rehabilitated, renovated and 
improved in accordance with the Friendship Forest Master Plan (2016) a copy of which is
attached hereto as Exhibit B and is incorporated in this Urban Redevelopment Plan.  The 
cost estimate included as part of the Master Plan will be updated in connection with the 
financing of the improvements.  The redeveloped park will serve as the impetus for 
redevelopment in downtown Clarkston, which is located approximately ½ mile north of 
the central business district of the City.

IV. Relationship to Local Objective

The Urban Redevelopment Project will not require any zoning change and will be accomplished 
in accordance with the City’s zoning ordinances, as applicable, unless exceptions are made in accordance 
with the law.  The Urban Redevelopment Plan conforms to the general plan of the City as a whole.  The 
Urban Redevelopment Project will constitute appropriate land uses and will not require the displacement 
or relocation of any City businesses or residents.  

V. Ownership of Urban Redevelopment Project

The Urban Redevelopment Area has been designated as such by a resolution of the City adopted 
December 6, 2016, in compliance with the Act.  The Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of 
Clarkston will be the owner of the Urban Redevelopment Project. The City shall retain the right to sell 
and dispose of such property, subject to the terms of the Act.



EXHIBIT A

DESCRIPTION OF URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA

The area within the City designated as an Urban Redevelopment Area in the Urban 
Redevelopment Plan is described as follows:

Friendship Forest/E. Ponce de Leon Urban Redevelopment Area.  The Friendship 
Forest/E. Ponce de Leon Urban Redevelopment Area consists of approximately 17.7826 acres of 
forest preserve property accessed at 4380 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Clarkston, Georgia 30021, in 
DeKalb County and has parcel identification numbers of 18-119-01-018 (4380 E. Ponce de Leon 
Ave.), 18-119-01-040 (1220 W. Smith Street) and 18-119-01-042 (1182 Clark Street.  The site 
currently includes a park, an access road with small gravel parking area, and a network of paved 
and unpaved pathways that crisscross through the park and link to adjacent neighborhoods.  Other 
facilities include a timber frame picnic shelter and bathroom and a former tennis court site.  The 
Friendship Forest/E. Ponce de Leon Urban Redevelopment Area is located within the City limits 
of the City. 



EXHIBIT B

FRIENDSHIP FOREST MASTER PLAN

(Attached)












































