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College Students Chose Clarkston for Alternative Spring Break   

Sorry Daytona Beach and Panama City, Clarkston is the new “it” 
place for college students during Spring Break. Over 60 college 
students from as far away as Buffalo, New York chose to forgo 

the typical “fun in the sun” activities associated with college spring 
break and instead made the trek down south stopping in Clarkston ver-
sus heading further south to the more traditional beach destinations.

According to Paige Gradishar, Program Coordinator for Something 
New, hundreds of college students across America choose service 
learning trips over visiting the beach. “The idea of an alternative break 
has captured our hearts, and we love partnering with students who 
choose to spend their time this way.” Over the past eight years, Some-
thing New has hosted thousands of college students from 75 univer-

sities. The New Alternative is a service-learning program hosted by 
Something New and Clarkston has been selected as their new site. The 
trips incorporate community service, education about human rights, 
and a lot of fun … making for a trip that both challenges and changes 
the participant. 

Students from Northern Illinois University Engage in Service Learning Projects in Clarkston

Students from Northern Illinois University 

Continued on page 3
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Contact us today for more information!
678.905.4842 • sales@kda-communications.com
www.kda-communications.com

City of Clarkston Connection is a publication of KDA Communications. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume 
responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of KDA Communications.  
The information and advertisements contained in this Newsletter are provided for City of Clarkston as a courtesy only.  No representations are made as to information 

presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or 
the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and ser-
vices. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements 
does not constitute an endorsement by the Neighborhood of 
such opinions, information, goods or services.

Why Clarkston? 

When asked, most of the service-learning participants mentioned 
that Clarkston is a vibrant community - rich in diverse experiences 
and cultures. Many of the students indicated that they were excited 
to sample the different foods available in Clarkston. All agreed 
that they have been fascinated by the stories of war, separation, 
violence and hardships that have been endured and the common 
drive shared by former refugees to build a safe, secure, and bright-
er future for their children and new community. 

During their weeklong stay, the students participated in several 
service projects partnering with local organizations in and around 

Clarkston. The volunteers spent time at Milam Park picking up 
trash and debris in the park and also spreading fresh mulch in the 
playground area. Some of the volunteers assisted with invasive 
plant removal and clean up at Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. The City looks forward to partnering with the Something New 
Organization in the future. “This was certainly a win-win situa-
tion, states City Manager Keith Barker, we are happy to provide 
an avenue for these young people to gain valuable life experiences 
that will shape their perspectives moving forward and the City 
benefits from the positive exposure and free labor. Maybe some of 
these students will chose to live and work in Clarkston once they 
complete their education.”  

Students from Wisconsin Eau Claire Remove Invasive Plants in Wetlands 
Area at Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary 

Students from University of Buffalo And North Eastern Illinois University  
Assist with Privet Removal at Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary 

College Students Chose Clarkston for Alternative Spring Break (continued)
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City of Clarkston’s Dare2BAware Program Targets Violence 

Prevention with Positive Actions 
By Terry Sanders

The City of Clarkston (CoC) in 
partnership with the DeKalb 
County Board of Health 

(DCBOH), Clarkston Community 
Center and through the Minority 
Youth Violence Prevention (MYVP) 
Grant, is sponsoring the Dare2BAware 
(D2BAware) program.  Utilizing 
the Positive Action curriculum, the 
D2BAware program strives to en-
force and re-enforce the core, taught 
and practiced, principals of positive 
thoughts that lead to doing positive 
actions and brings about positive feel-
ings that are all vital components in 
preventing and decreasing violence for 
participants, among peers and adults in 
schools and in their communities.

In August of 2016, the City of Clarkston 
asked the Clarkston Community Center 
to facilitate and deliver the D2BAware 
program to recruited Middle and High 
School participants.  Designated Com-
munity Center staffers have success-
fully fostered effective outcomes in 
training, coaching and mentoring the 
11 female youths that are actively par-

ticipating in the program. Using the 
Positive Action curriculum affords 
participants opportunities to receive 
information on a wide array of topics 
that in turn is used to stimulate discus-
sions, positive actions and strategies to 
reduce and prevent violence. 

Topics in the Positive Action curricu-
lum include, but are not limited to; 
understanding diversity, leadership, 
bullying, mentorship, and community 
servicing to and for, diverse, multi-cul-
tured communities in Clarkston.  These 
and other spontaneous topics, from 
violence prevention to community de-
velopment, are explored, discussed and 
examined during the D2BAware ses-
sions which are held weekly on Tues-
days and Thursdays in the CCC. 

In providing resourceful and engaging 
programing, CCC has partnered with 7 
Stages, a theatric group who is engag-
ing the youth in creative and artistic 
approaches to handling social issues. 
Recognizing the importance of en-
couraging and supporting D2BAware 
participants’ pursuit of a higher educa-
tion, CCC has also partnered with Easy 

Learning Systems to help the students 
with ACT/SAT prep and testing. 

The D2BAware participants have se-
lected the planting and harvesting of 
a Community Garden on the grounds 
of the Clarkston Community Center as 
their Positive Action, Community Ser-
vice project.  Participants have received 
and planted donated seeds. All, if not 
most, of the food grown and harvested 
in the D2BAware Community Garden, 
will be donated to the Food Pantry for 
distribution to refugee families in and 
around the City of Clarkston.

One of the most noted success stories 
is the involvement and engagement of 
participants of different cultures form-
ing relationships with fellow partici-
pants from different cultures that they 
might not have encountered if not for 
the D2BAware program.  With each 
person learning to work together as a 
team, the cultural barriers have started 
to disappear; being replaced with a 
deeper understanding of diversity and 
tolerance through positive actions in 
preventing and reducing violence.  

Dare2BAware (D2BAware) participants and visiting students from the 
University of North Texas get down in the dirt to plant donated seeds in 
D2BAware’s, Community Service project, Community Garden. Food har-
vested from the garden will be donated to feed refugee families in and around 
the City of Clarkston.

Dare2BAware (D2BAware) participants are engaged during an ACT 
and SAT prep and testing session with Easy Learning Systems.   
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Keep our streets safe - Leash 

you Canine Companion 
By Councilmember Jamie Carroll and Mayor Ted Terry

We love our pet owners and canine companions here in 
Clarkston. The city recently made improvements to the 
Milam Dog Park, and is sponsoring a Pet Day at the 

Clarkston Community Center on April 29th. 

We also love our children, and want to protect them while out 
walking and playing, enjoying the summer break this year. With 
the recent news in the City of Atlanta around dog attacks, and local 
resident concerns about loose dogs in the neighborhoods here in 
Clarkston, we want neighbors to help us keep our streets safe for 
our children and animal companions. 

It is against the law to walk your dog without a leash, and carries a 
hefty fine if caught. Please make sure to properly leash your dog, 
even for short walks around the neighborhood, and especially in 
Milam Park and Friendship Forest. If you see a loose dog, please 
report this to our Community Protection Officer at 404-296-6489, 
so we can address the issue immediately, and avoid a dangerous 
situation. Some dogs are crafty and dig holes, or squeeze through 
fences, please make sure your fences are secure. If you notice a 
downed or breached fence, please report this on the City Website 
here: http://clarkstonga.gov/form/4-report-a-problem.html - so we 
can contact the neighbor and help them address the breach in a 
timely manner.

It is going to be a beautiful spring and summer in Clarkston, with 
lots of beautification initiatives happening all over town. Thank 
you for keeping our streets safe and making sure that all our neigh-
bors can enjoy a stroll, exercise run or grocery trip throughout the 
city. See you out on the streets this summer! 

Executive Police Training 

In February 2017, Clarkston’s 
Assistant Police Chief, Thadius 
Brown, was accepted into the 

Administrative Officers training 
program.  This twelve week, in-res-
idence, college level program is of-
fered and facilitated by the Southern 
Police Institute in conjunction with 
the University of Louisville.

Spots and acceptance into this highly 
respected training program for law 
enforcement officers, are coveted 
throughout the nation.  The program 
attended by Brown is regarded as be-
ing one of the top three in the country.

Asst. Chief Brown has reported successful progression in 
developing and implementing strategic planning, budget 
preparation, allocation, balancing and maintenance, em-
ployee and leadership development.  He is looking forward 
to bringing all of his new-found knowledge and capabili-
ties back to the Clarkston’s Police Department; and to shar-
ing it with his fellow law enforcement officers.

Brown also acknowledged support from and gratitude to 
Clarkston Police Chief, Christine Hudson, City Manager, 
Keith Barker and to the entire City Council for making this 
advanced training possible.

Thadius Brown, 
Clarkston Assistant 
Police Chief
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(L-R) Officer Dustin Bulcher, Chief C.A.Hudson , Officer Ryan KoiralaOfficer Ryan Koirala First Day on the Job

Clarkston’s Police Department Makes Historic and Diverse Hire
Terry Sanders

W ith the hiring of Officer Ryan 
Koirala, the Clarkston Police 
Department has employed the 

first officer born in Nepal.  Located in the 
continent of Asia, Nepal is the 94th larg-
est nation in the world with a total area of 
147,181 square kilometers.  The population 
of Nepal is 29,890,686 (as of 2012 report-
ing); and has a population density of 209 
people per square kilometer. 

Which begs the question, how does it feel 
to come from a large, well populated, coun-
try to one of the smallest cities in America.

“Clarkston is really big for me, because we 
lived in a refugee camp for over 16 years.  
The life in a camp is hard due to challenges 
with sanitation and lack of finances,” said 
Officer Koirala.  Born in Nepal, Officer 
Koirala and his family were exiled to a ref-
ugee camp due to a ruling from the King of 
Bhutan regarding languages spoken.  

“My parents were from Bhutan, near China 
and India, but they spoke Nepali, which is 
the Nepalese language.  The King of Bhu-
tan, said that if you did not speak his lan-
guage, then you had to leave Bhutan. So, 
my parents moved from Bhutan in 1992 to 
the refugee camp in Nepal; staying there 
for almost 18 years.  And that is where I 
was born,” said Officer Koirala.

The Refugee Resettlement Program pro-
vided Koirala and his family a way out of 
the camp and the means to come to Amer-
ica.  They arrived in Atlanta and initially 
lived in Stone Mountain.  

“We left Stone Mountain after we were 
robbed in 2009 at gunpoint as we were try-
ing to get into our apartment.  The agency 
that placed us there said this was not a good 
area. After living in Decatur and Lilburn, 
we moved to Clarkston three years ago,” 
he said.

Koirala has always admired and respected 
law enforcement and police officers. Cur-
rently enrolled at Georgia Perimeter Col-
lege, he is pursuing a degree in Criminal 
Justice.  He switched majors from Health 
Science to Criminal Justice with hopes of 
one day becoming an attorney, if he doesn’t 
remain a police officer.

Officer Koirala has gone through the Po-
lice Academy in Rome, Georgia and is now 
receiving in-field training from Officer 
Dustin Bulcher.  With English as his second 
language, Koirala admitted to struggling, 
but successfully passing physical exams, 
driving skills and his biggest challenge, by 
far, was passing the Criminal Procedures 
course while attending the academy. This 
course includes what charges to bring, use 
of force---Tier 1, Tier 2.  It is a week-long 
course crammed with details about Georgia 

laws; and in which an accumulative test is 
administered at the end of the week. 

“Although he has only been doing on the 
job training for a short amount of time, he is 
catching on quickly,” said Officer Bulcher.  

It is estimated, by Koirala that Clarkston 
has over 2,000 residents from Nepal.  This 
is a tightknit community that has been very 
supportive of Koirala’s decision and actions 
to become a police officer in Clarkston. 

“I have always wanted to help my com-
munity and those around me.  The reason 
why I chose Clarkston is because a lot of 
the people that speak my language are here, 
and because of the diversity in Clarkston,” 
he said.

In acknowledging that he is the first person 
in Georgia from Nepal to make the ranks of 
any police department, Koirala doesn’t take 
his duties and responsibilities to Clarkston 
or his community lightly. He encourages 
anyone, especially from his community, to 
pursue his or her dream of joining him in 
law enforcement.  

Officer Bulcher and Clarkston’s Chief of 
Police, Christine Hudson, both agree that 
in hiring officers from Clarkston’s diverse 
communities only strengthens the bridge 
between law enforcement and all of the 
communities that they protect and serve. 
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Trees Clarkston! 
By Mayor Ted Terry

Hundreds of native trees will be planted in Clarkston over the 
next 4 years, thanks to a recently formed partnership with 
the City of Clarkston and Trees Atlanta. The first phase of 

plantings took place on Saturday, March 25th, with over 100 vol-
unteers coming out for 4 hours to plant over 80 eastern redbuds; 
along the railroad grassy area down Church St, from Market St 
across I-285, all the way to Glendale Rd. 

Planting trees is rather grueling work, and the volunteers and I got 
plenty of training on how deep to dig the holes, how to rough up 
the root ball, and the correct method of mulching around the base, 
all to ensure maximum growth and water retention during the hot 
summer days ahead. The eastern redbud boasts unusually vibrant 
magenta blooms that arise from buds along twigs, branches, and 
even the trunk. Its flowers attract bees in early to mid-spring. The 
eastern redbud, Cercis canadensis, grows throughout most eastern 
U.S. states.  

The City, in partnership with Trees Atlanta, is committed to not 
only beautifying our gateways, but providing ample shade can-
opies for our many pedestrians and bicyclists, while supporting 

our precious pollinators populations through habitat expansion. If 
you’d like to help with the next tree planting, please email me at 
ted@cityofclarkston.com, subject line: Trees! 

In the meantime enjoy the blooms!
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The Planning and Development Page” Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning and Development Manager
By Shawanna N. Qawiy

D id you know?

With spring in the air and summer 
approaching, sprucing up around 

the house is about to begin.  But before 
you take on those beautification projects on 
your own, get in the know to determine if a 
permit is required.  The following is a ba-
sic checklist of home projects that require 
a permit;

• Accessory structure for use as a storage 
building

• Appliance replacement using perma-
nent hardwired devices such as piping 
or wiring

• New deck construction or structural 
repairs

• Interior remodeling including either 
drywall, lighting, and/or non-structur-
al framing

• Retaining walls 48” or taller

• Swimming pools or spas

• New exterior  siding, masonry or stuc-
co finish

• Bathroom fixture repair or replacement 
needing piping alterations

• New plumbing fixture requiring piping 
alterations

• Replacement of water heater

• Enlarging footprint of driveway

• Land disturbance

• Service change out

• Replacement of HVAC system

• Replacement of ductwork

• Gas piping

This list is not inclusive of all home projects 
that may require a permit, it is a guide to 
help you get started. If there is a home proj-

ect that you would 
like to begin but can’t de-
termine if you need a permit, please 
call the Planning and Development at 404. 
296.6489 to help you get in the know.

THE CODE CORNER  

Spring has sprung and so has the grass.  
High grass and weed season is upon us in 
the City of Clarkston.  In order to keep our 
streets and neighborhoods free from un-
sightly conditions, your code official wants 
to keep you informed.  So before you are 
issued a notice of violation or worse a court 
summons, familiarize yourself with the 
code and ordinance.

Sandra Hines 
City of Clarkston, Code Official

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE GRASS

Sec. 5-32. - Grass, weeds and uncultivated 
vegetation.   

Premises shall be maintained free from 
grass, weeds or uncultivated vegetation in 
excess of twelve (12) inches in height. It 
shall be the independent responsibility of 
the owner, occupant, and operator of the 
premises to cut and remove grass, weeds 
or uncultivated vegetation as often as may 
be necessary, to maintain the premises in 
compliance with this article and to use ev-
ery precaution to prevent the same growing 
on such premises as to become a nuisance.  
Premises shall be maintained to side and 
rear property lines and to the curb or edge 
of pavement. 

Now you are in the know. 
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A Message From: Chief Hudson,  

City of Clarkston Police Department

The Clarkston Police Department (CPD) is investigating a 
rash of automobile break-ins impacting a Clarkston com-
munity.  CPD reported that these incidences occurred in the 

early morning hours on Monday, March 20, 2017. It appears that 
the suspect(s) used an unknown object to shatter the windows of 
the automobiles to gain entry.  Cars with tinted windows were also 
broken into by suspects who ripped out large pieces of glass still 
intact. Once inside the vehicle items of value were taken. 

At this time, CPD does not have any leads or person(s) of interest, 
but the investigation is on-going.

Keep these safety tips in mind to help prevent automobile break-
ins: 

1.) Remove all items from plain view. 

2.) Remove loose change, purses, wallets, checkbooks, cell 
phones, iPods/iPads, and other items of value including de-
tachable CD Players. 

3.) Lock all doors, make sure that all windows are up, secure the 
trunk, hatches, and tool boxes. 

4.) Avoid parking in isolated and unlit/dark areas. 

5.) Always park near locations frequently used by pedestrians. 

6.) If you hear, e.g., shattering glass, car alarm going off con-
tinuously; or if you see, e.g., someone peering into vehicles, 
someone breaking an automobile window or into an auto-
mobile, or anything suspicious, call 911 immediately. 

7.) While at home, park car(s) in a garage or a secure location. 

8.) Even though you are home always lock doors and leave car 
with windows up.

Remember, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Be 
safe!

Call 911 to report any suspicious sounds or sightings of automobile break-ins.

678.905.4842 • sales@kda-communications.com

WANT TO GET NOTICED?
Advertise Today!
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Clarkston Culture Fest

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017 
(10AM-4PM) @3666 MARKET ST, 
CLARKSTON, GA 30021

Clarkston Culture Fest is happening again 
on April 22, 2017. This year, we are part-
nering with the Refuge Coffee in their 
annual 5K Walk/Run which benefits the 
employment of refugees, job training and 
social networking in Clarkston, GA.  We 
have a great team putting things together, 
and I am excited about what this will mean 
for our community.  In addition, a FREE 
FUN RUN for children will be sponsored.  

The festival will be a day of education, cel-
ebration, cultural entertainment, children 
and youth activities and interactive booths 
celebrating the diversity in our community.

SCHEDULE:

Saturday, April 22

Refuge Coffee Run 9AM  
(registration @8AM)

Refuge Coffee “Fun Run” 10AM

Culture Fest!!! 10AM-4PM

STAGE:

All throughout the day, we will have per-
formances from Clarkston area musicians 
and artists both professional and amateur, 
including some of our local schools’ per-
forming groups. These performances will 
portray the cultural diversity of Clarkston, 
delight the audience with beautiful artistry, 
and encourage audience participation and 
engagement.

CULTURAL VILLAGE:

A new focus of our festival this year, we 
will have numerous booths, each highlight-
ing a different culture that is represented in 
Clarkston. Each booth will be staffed by 
a Clarkston resident who will educate the 
festivalgoers about the language, culture 
traditions, artifacts, and dress of his/her 
culture, and will provide opportunity for 
interaction and question asking.

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT:

New this year a museum-quality inspiring 
and educational exhibit called “Children 
Are the Future” will be held throughout 
the Clarkston Culture Fest at Christ 
Community AME Church’s Adams 
Center, Pastor Rev C. O. Adams, 415 E. 
Ponce de Leon Ave, Clarkston, GA 30021, 
adjacent to Refuge Coffee, will be opening 
from 11 am - 4 pm on Saturday, April 22nd, 
2017.

**There will be a ribbon cutting festival 
and exhibit launch at 10:45 am Sat, Apr 22, 
2017.**

The following day, Sunday, April 23rd, 

2017 there will be a special panel on “Chil-
dren Are the Future: How to Protect 
and Advocate for the Rights of Refugee 
Children and Families in These Turbu-
lent Times, moderated by Representative 
Karla Drenner also at the Christ Commu-
nity AME Church . Everyone is invited.  
Both the exhibit and panel is sponsored by 
SGI-International in collaboration with the 
Clarkston Culture Fest. Free cold waters 
will be available at the exhibit on Satur-
day as long as supplies last and a reception 
will follow Sunday’s panel discussion. For 
more information call (404) 543-1080.

KID’S ZONE:

Geared for the younger population, but 
open to kids of all ages, this area will pro-
vide activities such as: Face/nail painting, 
Henna, Hair braiding, Inflatable bouncy 
games, Photo ops, limited sports options, 
and Children carnival games. Children will 
use an “activity card” to experience activi-
ties then trade the completed card in for a 
prize bag.

VENDORS:

Local vendors will sell their wares encour-
aging people to support local entrepreneurs. 
City organizations will also display impor-
tant information for citizen awareness.

Local vendors will sell food and drink for 
the people to delight in an array of deli-
cious flavors.

SHUTTLES:

People who park in designated parking ar-
eas further away from the festival activities 
will be shuttled to/from the festival in regu-
lar shuttles.



April - June 2017 H City of Clarkston Connection H Page 11

A/C Heating Services
Casteel Heating & Air - 770-419-7463
E. Smith Heating & Air - 770-422-1900
Premier Indoor Comfort - 770-345-9707

Blinds & Shutters
Classic Blinds & Shutters - 678-820-7998

Closet Organization
Closet Designs & More - 678-392-4597

Decks/Outdoor Living
Leisure Time Decks - 404-935-0212

Electrical Services
Casteel Heating & Air - 770-419-7463

Flooring
Floor Coverings Int’l - 678-905-9100

Home Remodeling & Renovation
Hammersmith - 404-377-1021

Home Theater/Automation
Atlanta Audio & Automation - 404-602-0559

Mountain/Lake Properties
Big Canoe Realty - 770-893-2733
Lake Arrowhead Realty - 770-720-2700

Outdoor Kitchen/Fireplaces/Gas Logs
The Mad Hatter - 770-740-8133

Painting
The Painting Company - 678-710-9240

Plumbing
Plumb Pros - 770-384-1886

Swimming Pools
Mirage Pools - 770-886-1304
Executive Pools - 678-225-8892

Tankless Water Heaters
Premier Indoor Comfort - 770-345-9707

Tree Services
AKA Tree Removal - 404-496-5405

Under Deck Systems
Undercover Systems - 678-608-4384

Connecting Local Businesses to Your Neighborhood.

WILDLIFE REMOVAL 
MOSQUITO CONTROL

TERMITE CONTROL

404-341-5044
www.CrocodileDave.com

Servicing The Atlanta  
Community For  
Over A Decade!

I’m 

Nuts 
About Your 

Attic!



Specializing in

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR SERVICE

〉❱ Dangerous Tree Removal

〉❱ Trimming Shaping 

〉❱ Deadwooding 

〉❱ Tree Planting 

〉❱ Diagnose and Treat  

〉❱ Crane Services 

〉❱ Stump Grinding 

〉❱ Storm Damage Cleanup

FREE ESTIMATES

404-496-5405
www.AKATREEREMOVAL.COM

Licensed & Insured
Carries Workman’s Comp.

ANY JOB OF  
$500 OR MORE

Must present coupon at time of sale.  
Not valid with other offers.  
Offer Expires 06/30/2017.

Three ISA Certified 
Arborists On Staff

$100 
OFF

$100 
OFF

LOW IMPACT TREE REMOVALLOW IMPACT TREE REMOVAL

Email: info@transautoservice.com
Web: www.transautoservice.com

Phone: 404-292-9777
Fax: 1-877-4691-9276

4202 E Ponce De Leon Avenue, Clarkston, GA 30021

TRAN AUTO SERVICE
Complete Auto Repair Center

American - Japanese and European cars

Service advisor: 
Ni

Service manager: 
Khoa Tran

Sale manager : 
Wilson Doan

General manager: 
Phuc Tran


