






Data released by the United States Data released by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Protection Agency 

shows that somewhere between 500 shows that somewhere between 500 
billion and a trillion plastic bags are billion and a trillion plastic bags are 

consumed worldwide each year.consumed worldwide each year.

National Geographic News September 2, 2003National Geographic News September 2, 2003



Less than 1% of bags are recycled.  Less than 1% of bags are recycled.  
It cost more to recycle a bag than It cost more to recycle a bag than 

to produce a new one.to produce a new one.

-- Christian Science Monitor News PaperChristian Science Monitor News Paper



If we use a cloth bag, If we use a cloth bag, 
we can save 6 bags a week we can save 6 bags a week 



If just If just 1 out of 51 out of 5 people in our country did this people in our country did this 
we would save we would save 

1,330,560,000,000 bags 1,330,560,000,000 bags 
over our life timeover our life time
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