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City Council New Year’s Wishes to Clarkston 

By Terry Sanders, Communications & Community Outreach Manager, City of Clarkston 
 

                            
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

              

Councilman Jamie Carroll 

 
 

“I wish for all Clarkston 
residents a happy, healthy, 

prosperous and peaceful New 
Year!” 

 

 

Councilwoman Debra Johnson 

 
“I would like to wish the residents 

of  Clarkston a blessed COVID -19 

free and safe New Year. Together 

we will weather this COVID-19 

storm!” 

 

Mayor Beverly Burks    

 
“A New Year is a new chapter in our lives. I 
wish that Chapter 2021 provides an 
opportunity to write an amazing new story 
in our lives. I wish you good health, peace, 
hope, encouragement and togetherness.” 
 

 

Councilman Awet Eyasu 

 
 

“I want to wish the entire Clarkston 
Community a Happy New Year with 

much healing and blessings from 
me and my family.” 

 

Councilman Ahmed Hassan 

 
 “May the New Year include an end to these 
challenging times, better health, wellness, 
and safety.  In 2021 may we be unified in 
pursuit of improving our quality of life, 
strengthening relationships and community 
engagement.”   

 

Councilwoman Laura Hopkins 

 
 “In 2021, may you find deeper meaning, 
greater joy, more fulfilling relationships, and a 
profound sense of community and belonging.  
Let's all strive to raise each other up, whether 
in person or at a safe physical distance,  
because togetherness is always right. “ 
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CITY NEWS & SERVICES 
City of Clarkston Fiscal Year 2021 Budget Highlights 

Contributor: Robin Gomez, City Manager, City of Clarkston 
 

Under Georgia and City codes and laws, the City of Clarkston must adopt a balanced budget, in which all City Revenue  
equals all City Expenditures.  The City’s proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 total Budget is $11,508,463, a 13% decrease over 
the FY 2020 total Budget of $13,175,759. 
 
So, how does the City receive its Revenue?  Mostly from taxes and fees including: property, sales, and excise taxes, 
City property rentals, building permits and franchise fees.  The table below lists, by main categories, the sources of the 
City’s revenue specifically in the General Fund. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

TOTAL = $11,508,463 
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CITY NEWS & SERVICES 

“Bring One For The Chipper” Christmas Trees Recycling 
Contributor: Kash Hatami, Collaborative Infrastructure Services, Inc. 

The City of Clarkston, as part of its Environmental Protection program, is offering the ninth annual “Bring One For The 
Chipper” Christmas Trees recycling services starting Saturday, December 26th, 2020 and ending Sunday, January 10th, 
2021. Clarkston residents and nearby neighbors are encouraged to drop off their undecorated Christmas Trees at Milam 
Park, 3867 Norman Road, Clarkston, GA 30021. 
 

 
 
 By supporting the City’s trees recycling efforts, participants are actively keeping trees out of landfills, protecting the 
environment by reducing the release of methane and other harmful greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. In 2019 the 
City’s Public Works Department recycled an estimated 20 Christmas Trees.  The mulch produced from these trees was 
then used in various landscaping projects in Clarkston, including Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary and city-wide 
noticeable areas where soil erosion had occurred and at other locations as needed ground coverings.     
 
So do your part and “Bring One For The Chipper”, in Clarkston!  

 
 

 

 
 

Friendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary Renovations 
 
 

On December 17th, the City of Clarkston announced the reopening 
of Friendship Forest renovated main entrance parking lot and 
sanctuary amenities.                                                                           
 
 

Renovations and improvements that totaled $1.85 million included 
reconstructed wetlands, paved asphalt walkways, wooden viewing 
decks, a paved parking lot, a covered pavilion with restrooms, and a 
second restroom building at the sanctuary’s East Ponce de Leon 
main entrance. 

 

The resurfaced main entrance parking lot is open daily, Monday 
through Sunday, from 8:00AM to 5:00PM.        
 
 

Friendship Forest---located at 4380 East Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
Clarkston, GA 30021, just ½ mile north of Clarkston’s town center 
and business district---is a former recreation park that was deeded 
to the City of Clarkston government by DeKalb County government.  

 
 

In 2002 Clarkston City Council designated the 18.5 acres sanctuary 
as an official Greenspace with wetland protection and only allowing 
passive outdoor recreational activities that include: jogging, walking,  
and observation of birds, trees, plants, wildflowers, wildlife and 

                                                  animals in a natural habitat.  
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CITY NEWS & SERVICES 

The Return of Curbside Recycling  
 

 

To explore all viable recycling service delivery options that would be most beneficial to and for Clarkston residents and 
businesses, the City of Clarkston---after assessing cost and return on investment (ROI), landfill usage with contaminated 
items intended for recycling and environmental impacts, and recycling industry changes surrounding cost, importing 
supply and demand---ended recycling operations with Waste Management in January 2020.   
 
But the need for recycling remained. Addressing 
this need and determining interim recycling 
solutions, the City of Clarkston evaluated 
potential recycling partnerships with various 
vendors, proposed alternative recycling drop off 
locations and finally choosing a recycling vendor 
to deliver and fulfill recycling needs and 
requirements.      
      
On Tuesday, December 8th, 2020 the Clarkston 
City Council approved a three year agreement 
with Latham Home Sanitation Company, LLC, to 
serve as its weekly curbside recycling service 
vendor. Latham representatives will deliver an 18-gallon recycling container to each residential and small commercial 
structure in the city of Clarkston.  Customers will not see an increase nor additional billing for recycling services provided 
by Latham as associated fees and cost are included in annual property tax bills.   
 
Latham will begin collecting paper, plastic, aluminum and steel cans, and flattened cardboard for recycling on January 
4th, 2021.  
 
With over 20 years of operating in Georgia, Latham is responsible for fulfilling recycling services for 13 plus cities and 
entities throughout the state, with the majority of cities served in the greater Atlanta metro area.  
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CITY NEWS & SERVICES 

                             

SPLOST INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS & STATUS (as of 12/28/2020) 

 

PROJECT 

 

FUNDING 
CURRENT 

SCHEDULE 

 

PENDING ISSUES 

 

OTHER 
 

 

East Ponce de Leon 

PH III Granite Curb 

Replacement 

 

 

 

SPLOST 01 

 

 

 

100% Completed 
 

 

 

 

 

Under budget 

 

 
 

 

40 Oaks Entrance 

 

 

SPLOST 02 

 

 

100% Completed 
 

 

 

 

Under Budget 

 

Resurfacing City 

Streets: 

• Brockett Rd 

• Mell Ave 

• East Ponce – 

Church to 

Market 

• Church St – 

North Decatur 

Rd to East Ponce 

de Leon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST 03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100%  complete 

 

• Punch list remains 

• Contractor to repave  

    police parking lot due  

    to poor workmanship 

• Striping with 

thermoplastic weather 

permitting   

 

 

 

Low bid over 

budget 

 

(added police 

parking lot and 

Mell Ave) 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian 

Improvements - 

Design 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST 04 

(04A, B, C, D) 

• NIC @ Rowland 

HAWK signal – 4A 

• Rowland “Green” 

Street – 4B 

• Church @ 

Northern Trail 

Head Park – 4C 

• Church St @ East 

Ponce pedestrian 

enhancements – 4D 

 

North Indian Creek 

@ Rowland St 

HAWK signal – 

completed 

 

Church St @ East 

Ponce de Leon 

Sidewalks – PH 1 

completed; PH II 

sidewalks pending 

CSX approval 

 

Rowland “Green 

St/Road Diet” & 

Trail Head park – 

bids received Nov. 

2020. Pending city 

• Advertise to-bid 4D in 

February & on council 

agenda for approval of 

low bidder in April 

• Advertise to-bid 4A 

Feb. & on council 

agenda for approval of 

low bidder in April  

• PATH partial funding 

on 4A 

• One final PIOH for 

Rowland Street in 

March and advertise 

to-bid May and low 

bidder 

recommendation to 

Council in June or 

July for 4B & 4C 

 

• Low bid 

within 

budget 



6 | P a g e          C I T Y  O F  C L A R K S T O N  C O N N E C T I O N  
 

 

council review in 

January 2021. 

     

Montreal Rd 

Sidewalk 

Modifications - ADA 

 

 

 

SPLOST 05 

 

 

 

100 % complete 
 Low bid under 

SPLOST 

budget by 40% 

Montreal Rd RRFB 

at Bus Shelter 

(adjacent to Avalon 

Apartments 

entrance) 

 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST 06 

 

 

 

 

 

100% complete 

 
 

 

 

Low Bid over 

SPLOST 

budget by 5% 

 

 

 

Norman Road Dam - 

design 

 

SPLOST –  #TBD  

Request for Proposal 

for design services 

being developed. 

Expect design to start 

spring 2021. 

• Design firm to be 

selected – RFP not 

prepared yet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Streetscape 

Improvements 

 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST 

GDOT 

FHWA 

ARC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

95% complete 

• On-going 

• Delayed 15 

months due to 

county water line 

installation and 

COVID 

• Bus shelters under 

construction 

• Anticipate 

completion Feb. 

2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market Street 

Sidewalks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST #08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey work 

completed 

• Anticipate 

introducing 2 draft 

design layouts for 

sidewalk placement 

to city council late 

spring 2021  

 

 

 

 

City Transportation 

Plan 

 

 

 

 

SPLOST 

 

 

 

 

Request for 

Proposal to be 

developed spring 

2021 

• 1st  Transportation 

Plan ever 

developed in the 

city  

• Public input will 

be sought 

• Plan required to 

pursue federal 

funding for future 

SPLOST projects; 

North Indian 

Creek Road Diet 

and others 

identified in the 

city approved 

2017 SPLOST 

program 
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PEOPLE & PLACES 

       
         

                                            Your Vote, Your Voice! 
 
 
 

More than 1.6 million voters cast ballots in the first week of early voting in Georgia’s two Senate Runoff Elections, a 
turnout rate that is unusually high for runoff contests and on par with the participation seen in November’s general 
election.                                                                                                                                                       
 
Nearly 2.1 million people have already cast ballots in a U.S. Senate Runoff Election in 
Georgia.  
 
So far, more than 2.3 million people have submitted applications to vote by mail in 
Georgia, down only 4 percent from the number of mail ballot applications at this point 
in the run-up to the General Election. 
 
More than 132,000 people who did not vote in the General Election requested mail-in 
ballot applications. The surge is another sign of the high level of turnout for the January 
5th, 2021 election. 

 
 

 

CLARKSTON HAS TWO DROP BOX LOCATIONS:    

• Clarkston Library, 951 North Indian Creek Drive, Clarkston, 30021    

• Clarkston City Hall, 3921 Church Street, Clarkston, 30021 
 
 
 

WANT TO KNOW WAIT TIME AT VOTING LOCATIONS BEFORE YOU GO! 
Visit DeKalb County’s webpage:  dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections/our-
mission   
 

 

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU FOR IN-PERSON VOTING: 
• A valid ID, such as a driver’s license, passport, or voter identification card 

• A mask to help ensure your safety and the safety of the poll workers and voters around you 

• Chair, water, and snacks if the location has a long wait line  

• Your absentee ballot if you are wanting to vote in-person instead. If you do not have your absentee 
ballot, you will need to sign an affidavit stating that you are instead casting your ballot in-person 
 

 
 

WHERE TO VOTE IN-PERSON IN CLARKSTON ON ELECTION DAY, JANUARY 5TH, 2021: 

 

CLARKSTON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 3999 Church Street, Clarkston, GA 30021 
CLARKSTON COMMUNITY CENTER 3701 College Avenue, Clarkston, GA 30021 

 

No matter who you vote for, no matter if you vote by mail, ballot drop boxes or in-person, no matter 
if you vote early or on Election Day, the City of Clarkston encourages all to just VOTE!! 

 
 

 
 

Your Vote, Your Voice! 
                              

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/
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PEOPLE & PLACES 
Retiring Commissioner Kathie Gannon Bids Farewell to Clarkston 

 
 

“This December 31st not only ends 2020, but is also significant to me, as it ends my tenure as Super 
District 6 Commissioner.  
 
 

Clarkston holds a special place 
in my heart and will always 

remain “my center” of 
DeKalb.  Together, through 
vision, inspired by you, the 
citizens, and materialized 

through your City Government 
and at times, with DeKalb 

County, these collaborations 
have helped to reshape 

Clarkston and feature some of  
                              the best potential of who and what you are. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

I am honored to have been at the table many times and continue to wish all of Clarkston health, 
peace, and  prosperity.  Happy New Year and thank you for representing such an important part 
of District 6 and a piece of the wonderful memories I take with me in the next chapter of my life.” 

 
 

Friends of Refugees Christmas Store 

Contributor: Jim Neal, Director of Operations, Friends of Refugees 

 
 

Friends of Refugees held their annual  Holiday Christmas Store December 18-19 at the Clarkston Community Center. Donated new 

coats and toys were sold at $1 to $5 so parents could choose for their family and shop with dignity. The store helped more than 250 

families find new coats and toys, and all proceeds from the store will go to the PTA at Indian Creek Elementary School. Thank you to 

all who donated and volunteered to make this wonderful event happen. Special thanks to GraceSnellville and Decatur City Church 

for collecting toys and coats. 
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PEOPLE & PLACES 

IRC Above and Beyond Services 

Contributor: Justin Howell, Acting Executive Director, International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
 

 
 

The IRC (International Rescue Committee)-Atlanta is the largest refugee resettlement agency in Georgia. 
Since opening in 1979, we have welcomed more than 26,500 refugees from 67 countries to rebuild their 
lives in communities across the state. Forced to switch to remote working in March 2020, the IRC in 
Atlanta has continued to provide core programming—including resettlement and case management 
services, youth and adult education classes, employment assistance, and immigration services—and in 

addition, has expanded services to include large-scale, mobile COVID-19 testing, ongoing delivery of food boxes, and the 
disbursement of emergency cash assistance, including CARES Act funding, to community members impacted by the pandemic.                         
  
 

COVID-19 Testing Project:  The IRC in Atlanta in partnership with CORE Response and the DeKalb County 
Board of Health brought free, mobile Drive-Thru and Walk-Up COVID-19 Testing to Clarkston and the 
surrounding central DeKalb County area. Clarkston—known as the Ellis Island of the South—has been a first 
home to many newly-arriving refugees for decades. 
 
 

The IRC-CORE team of former refugees—now green card holders and naturalized U.S. citizens over 16 weeks, 
three days a week, via its mobile COVID-19 testing between June and December 2020—provided 8,038 
(cumulative data through 12/19/2020) self-administered tests, with interpretation available in more than 20 
languages. This team has also provided more than 116 flu vaccinations in partnership with  the DeKalb County 
Board of Health.                                             

 

IRC in Atlanta has disbursed more than $453,000 in direct cash assistance to community members impacted by COVID-19 for rent, 
mortgage, utilities, childcare, medical expenses payments and grocery items between March and November 2020.  While primarily 
serving DeKalb County communities---that include refugees, immigrants and native-born Americans---IRC supports all in need.     
 
                

 

 
 

 

2020 Census Processing Delays Has Redistricting Data Hanging in the Balance 
 
 
 
 

During the week of December 14th the U.S. 2020 Census Director and senior career U.S. Census Bureau officials told 
members of Congress and Congressional staff that the date that apportionment/redistricting data will be completely 
processed is yet to be determined due to encountering data processing anomalies and issues.   
 
Specific data processing anomalies and issues have not been released. But, 
it has been determined that internal tracking documents would not convey 
the uncertainty around projected dates and may fail to reflect the 
additional resources employed to correct data anomalies. To assure 
congress and the public, that it is working on data processing technology 
patching software to thoroughly correct and address all issues and 
anomalies as a part of its mission to deliver accurate 2020 Census data as 
close to the statutory deadline as possible.  
  
The statutory deadline for reporting the tabulation of the total population by state to the president is December 31, 
2020. This data is used for reapportionment of congressional seats. It’s still not clear whether that deadline, or the 
deadline for the release of data for redistricting, will be met this cycle. 
 
             (Continued) 
                 

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/26/821457551/whats-inside-the-senate-s-2-trillion-coronavirus-aid-package
https://www.coreresponse.org/covid-19/atlanta-ga
https://www.dekalbhealth.net/
https://www.dekalbhealth.net/
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PEOPLE & PLACES 
2020 Census Processing Delays Has Redistricting Data Hanging in the Balance 

(Continued) 
 
There are two federally mandated deadlines that could be impacted if there are delays in releasing census data: 
 

• Under current law, data to be used for reapportioning districts in the U.S. House of 
Representatives is to be delivered to the president by Dec. 31, 2020 (13 U.S.C. 141). This data 
determines how many congressional seats each state will have for the following 10 years. 

•  Under current law, data to be used by the states for redistricting legislative and congressional 
seats is due to the states no later than April 1, 2021 (13 U.S.C. 141). In previous decades, this 
data has been provided to the states on a rolling basis, starting at least six weeks prior to the 
deadline.  

 
 

 

In all states a delay in the release of data would compress the timeline for redistricting. For some states, the requested delays 
would be uncomfortable; for others, delays would mean deadlines that are established in state constitutions or statutes would be 
impossible to meet. 
 
To date, the state of Georgia does not appear to be impacted by the 2020 Census data processing delays. However, known 
interdependencies between census data accuracy and timeliness are: legislative elections scheduled in November 2021, 
constitutional redistricting deadlines in 2021, statutory redistricting deadlines in 2021, and states with constitutions calling for 
redistricting in the year after the census, effectively meaning in 2021.   

 
 

                     
 
 

Clarkston Library Expands Services 
 

Contributor: Kady MacFarlane, Branch Manager/Senior Librarian, Clarkston Library 
 

While the buildings are closed due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, DeKalb County Public Libraries are still providing  
free and contactless services!  
 
 
 

Patrons can put books on hold through the online catalog portal to receive notification as to when their materials  
have arrived.  With that notification, they can then either come in to the Clarkston branch or arrange to pick up their 
items using the library’s contact free curbside service. 
 
 
 

Free wireless printing of up to 10 pages, also delivered via contact free curbside pick up, remains to be a favorite  
and popular library service offerings.    
 
 

Youth services librarians are on hand to curate custom book bundles for children and teen readers. 
 
 
 

The newest service at the library is its Technology Takeout program. Library patrons can check out Chromebook laptops 
to be returned by the end of the business day.  
 
 
 

In addition, the library offers free WiFi access in the Clarkston branch parking lot.  
 
 

 
To learn more about all of these featured services and more, visit:  dekalblibrary.org 

 
 
 
 

 

http://dekalblibrary.org/
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HEALTH MATTERS 
 

 

COVID-19 VACCINES:  Pfizer vs. Moderna 

 
 

 

What follows is a head-to-head comparison of the vaccines developed by Pfizer and its partner, BioNTech, and by Moderna. Note 

that the chances of most individuals being able to “pick” one or the other are slim to none, especially in the initial rollout. The 
vaccine available is the one you’ll get. 
 
 

Target Population: The Pfizer emergency use authorization is for people aged 16 and older. Moderna’s is for people 18 and older, 
though the company has recently begun testing its vaccine in 12- to 17-year-olds. 
 
 

Vaccine Efficacy: Both vaccines have shown astonishing — and essentially equivalent — degrees of efficacy, at least in the early 
stages after vaccination. How they stack up over the long term remains to be seen.  
 
 

The Pfizer vaccine showed efficacy of 95% at preventing symptomatic COVID-19 infection, measured starting from seven days after 
the second dose was administered. The vaccine appeared to be more or less equally protective across age groups and racial and 
ethnic groups.  
 
 

The Moderna vaccine was 94.1% effective at preventing symptomatic COVID-19, measured starting from 14 days after the second 
dose. The vaccine’s efficacy appeared to be slightly lower in people 65 and older, but during a presentation to the Food and Drug 
Administration’s advisory committee the company explained that the numbers could have been influenced by the fact there were 
few cases in that age group in the trial. The vaccine appeared to be equally effective across different ethnic and racial groups. 
Both vaccines seemed to reduce the risk of severe COVID-19 disease. It’s not yet known if either prevents asymptomatic infection 
with the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Nor is it known if vaccinated people can transmit the virus if they do become infected but don’t show 
symptoms. 
 
 

Number of doses/amounts of vaccine per dose: Both the Moderna and the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines require two shots: a priming 

dose, followed by a booster shot. The interval between Moderna doses is 28 days; for the Pfizer vaccine, it’s 21 days. Each dose of 
Pfizer’s contains 30 micrograms of vaccine. Moderna went with a much larger dose of vaccine, 100 micrograms. It means it is using 
a little more than three times as much vaccine per person as Pfizer is. And yet, they aren’t getting better results.  
 
Side-Effect Profile: In the vernacular of vaccinology, vaccines that trigger a range of transient side effects in a lot of recipients are 
known as reactogenic. Both these vaccines — in fact, most if not all the COVID-19 vaccines that have reported data so far — fall 
into the reactogenic category. The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, an expert panel that helps the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention set vaccination policies, has advised hospitals they may want to stagger vaccinations among staff — 
for instance, don’t vaccinate all the emergency room staff at the same time — in case some feel too unwell to work the day after 
being vaccinated. The most common side effects are injection site pain, fatigue, headache, muscle pain, and joint pain. Some 
people in the clinical trials have reported fever. Side effects are more common after the second dose; younger adults, who have 
more robust immune systems, reported more side effects than older adults. 
 
To Be Clear: These side effects are a sign of an immune system kicking into gear. They do not signal that the vaccine is unsafe. To 

date there are no serious, long-term side effects associated with receipt of these vaccines, which will be closely monitored as their 
use expands. 
 
There have been a handful of reports of people having allergic reactions to the Pfizer vaccine since its rollout began. Those 
reactions — anaphylaxis or a less severe allergic reaction — were not seen in the clinical trials. It remains to be seen if similar 
events will be seen with the Moderna vaccine. 
 
Safety for those who are pregnant or lactating: Neither of the vaccines has been tested in these two groups.  
 

Moderna has completed animal studies the FDA demanded of manufacturers; these studies look for evidence that the vaccine 
might harm the pregnancy or the developing fetus. The company said it saw no such signals. 
 
 

Pfizer has only interim data from its animal studies, but said it saw no concerning signs either.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.statnews.com/2020/12/11/fda-grants-historic-authorization-to-a-covid-19-vaccine-setting-stage-for-rollout/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/12/18/fda-eua-moderna-vaccine-covid19/
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HEALTH MATTERS 
 

 

COVID-19 VACCINES:  Pfizer vs. Moderna 

 (Continued) 

 

The authorizations for both vaccines state there are not enough data to gauge whether they are safe for pregnant or lactating 

people. Experts advise those who are pregnant should choose whether to be vaccinated after discussing the risks and benefits with 
their physicians. 
 
 

Storage Requirements: Both of these vaccines require an elaborate cold chain, the term used to describe the conditions under which 

vaccines must be stored during distribution and when they are in the doctors’ offices, pharmacies, or public health clinics where 
they’ll be administered.  
 
 

But the Moderna vaccine will be far easier to use than Pfizer’s. For starters, Moderna’s must be shipped at -4 Fahrenheit; Pfizer’s 
must be shipped and stored at -94 Fahrenheit. The former is the temperature of a regular refrigerator freezer; the latter requires 
special ultra-cold freezers that need to be topped up with dry ice every five days. Doctors’ offices do not have ultracold freezers; 
neighborhood pharmacies don’t either. 
 
 
 

After thawing, a vial of the Pfizer vaccine must be used within five days; Moderna’s is stable at fridge temperature for 30 days and 
at room temperature for 12 hours.  
 
 

Minimum Purchase Order: The ultracold storage requirement is not the only challenging aspect of the Pfizer vaccine. The minimum 
amount of vaccine a location can order is 975 doses. A large teaching hospital might need several of those. But there are plenty of 
places across the country that don’t need 975 doses to vaccinate the people currently eligible for vaccination — health workers and 
nursing home residents. This is the vaccine that needs to be kept at -94 F. The minimum order size will limit the locations in which 
this vaccine can be used. 
 
The Moderna vaccine’s minimum order is 100 doses, a much more manageable number.  
 
The Pfizer vaccine is shipped in five-dose vials; Moderna’s vaccine is shipped in 10-dose vials. 
 
Durability of Protection: Figuring out how long the protection provided by either of these vaccines will last will take time. It’s going 
to involve periodic blood draws from some volunteers to see what their antibody levels look like, though a decline in antibody 
levels doesn’t necessarily equate to loss of protection.  

 
 

But a large part of this work will involve watching for reports that people who were immunized are starting to contract COVID-19 in 
larger numbers, a development that would probably lead to recommendations to give people booster shots at some yet-to-be-
determined interval. 
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RECOGNITIONS 

 

CLARKSTON POLICE PROMOTIONS & NEW HIRES 
    

 

                                                                                                                             
Officer Joshua Rosa was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 
CKPD’s Uniform Patrol Division. He is a certified officer with five 
years of experience in Georgia and is eager to serve the residents of 

Clarkston.  

 
CKPD welcomed Officer Wendell Maharaj (Right Side) to the 

family. Prior to joining CKPD he acquired four years of Law 
Enforcement experience with the Cobb County Police Department. 
As an immigrant from the island of Trinidad and Tobago, he came 
to the United States at the age of 12 years old in 1990 to pursue his 
passion of becoming a police officer. 

 
 

 
                                             
 
Officer Ralph McGruder was 
promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant in CKPD’s Uniform 
Patrol Division. 
 
 
 
 
 

     Officer Alberta Fountain (Right Side) was promoted to 
    the rank of Detective in CKPD’s Criminal Investigation  
                                                     Division. 
 

     
      Cadet Stewart Smith is the most recent CKPD hire. As such, 
        he will be attending basic mandated training academy 
                                      in January 2021. 
     
 
 
 

 
 
Making history once again, 
Officer Ryan Koirala was  
promoted to the rank of  
Sergeant in the CKPD  
Uniform Patrol Division. 
 
Officer Koirala made  
history previously as the  
first diverse, foreign born,  
immigrant officer hired by  
the Clarkston Police  
Department in 2017.     
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RECOGNITIONS 

 

Clarkston Community Health Center Receives Well Deserved Donation  
 
DeKalb County Commissioner Lorraine Cochran-Johnson has allocated $250,000 in District 7 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act funding to the Clarkston Community Health Center (CCHC). The center will use the funding to provide healthcare 
to individuals and families in DeKalb County who have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
The appropriation will be used to assist CCHC in the purchase of new telemedicine equipment, portable X-
ray machines, personal protective equipment and COVID-19 testing kits. The funds will also be used to 
provide in-person screenings and treatment as well as telemedicine services for remote monitoring and 
evaluation of COVID-19 patients. 

                                                  
Led by Chief Medical Officer and co-founder Dr. 
Gulshan Harjee, CCHC was founded as a nonprofit 

501c(3) clinic and has been providing free medical services for low-income 
residents in the City of Clarkston, DeKalb County and surrounding communities 
since 2013. 
 

“We offer a vast array of healthcare services including preventive and primary care, laboratory diagnostic services, and staff that 
speak a variety of languages,” said Dr. Harjee. “Our patients receive the same care that any 
patient who walks into a private practice receives at no cost. We pride ourselves on providing that level of 
care, and these funds will allow us to continue to do so.” 
                                                                                                                                                                           
The Clarkston Community Health Center is located at 3700 Market Street, Suite E, Clarkston. The center is 
open on Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. by appointment only and on Sundays from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. The Women’s Clinic is open on Sundays from 4 to 6 p.m.  
 

 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESOURCES GUIDE 
 

Healthcare & Information Sources 
 
 

ORGANIZATIONS WEBSITES TELEPHONES 

 

 

https://www.ethnehealth.org/ 

 

 
 

  (470) 799-0044  

 

 
https://ww  w.cdc.gov 

 
(800) 232-4636 

https://www.ethnehealth.org/
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https://www.dekalbhealth.net/ 

 
COVID-19Call 

Center: 
404.294.3700 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.nih.gov 

 

 
 
 

(301) 496-4000 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.who.int 

 
 
 
 

202.974.3000 

 
 

    

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
  

Healthcare & Information Sources 
 

 

https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.who.int/
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Testing Locations 

 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Testing Locations 
COVID-19 TESTING SITES IN DEKALB COUNTY 

TESTING SITE LOCATION HOURS OF OPERATION 

BrandsMart USA Parking Lot 

Testing Site 

Make An Appointment in English 

 

Registro en Español 

 

or 

 

call (404) 294-3700 Option 1 for an 

appointment 

5000 Motors Industrial Way 

Atlanta, Ga. 30360 

Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: Closed 

Sunday: Closed 

Hours 

https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/
https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/es-ES/
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Former Sam’s Club Parking Lot 

 

Make An Appointment in English 

 

Registro en Español 

 

or 

 

call (404) 294-3700 Option 1 for an 

appointment 

2994 Turner Hill Rd 

Stonecrest, Ga. 30038 

Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday: Closed 

 

*Special Hours* 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  

from Oct. 13 through Oct. 29 

9 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

Greater Piney Grove Baptist 

Church 

 

Make An Appointment in English 

 

Registro en Español 

 

or 

 

call (404) 294-3700 Option 1 for an 

appointment 

1879 Glenwood Ave. SE 

Atlanta, Ga. 30316 

Monday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday: Closed 

Sunday: Closed 

 

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Healthcare Resources 

 
 
 

 

https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/
https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/es-ES/
https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/
https://covid19.dph.ga.gov/es-ES/
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

DeKalb County Board of Health Flu Shots 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Healthcare Reminders 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Healthcare Reminders 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Food Resources           
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Food Resources           

                  

  FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

Other COVID-19 Resources 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Other COVID-19 Resources 
 

Now Available, COVID-19 Booklets for Children Ages Birth to Five Years 
 

This COVID-19 and young children booklet, in English and Spanish, was especially created and designed for 
families with young children who need information and have questions about COVID-19. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact:  info@cdfaction.org  or prc@gsu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

 

mailto:info@cdfaction.org
mailto:prc@gsu.edu
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

(In adherence to social distancing requirements, all meetings until further notice, will be held virtually via Zoom.)

 
 
 
 

   

 

Notice is hereby given that a Special Election will be held in Clarkston on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, to fill an 

unexpired term on the City of Clarkston’s City Council; said term will expire on December 31, 2021. 
 

Persons wishing to qualify for this election may file a Notice of Candidacy  

with the Municipal Election Superintendent at Clarkston City Hall Annex,  

1055 Rowland Street, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, beginning on Monday, 

January 18, 2021 to Wednesday, January 20, 2021. The qualifying fee for this 

election is $360. 

 

For more information, contact Tracy Ashby, City Clerk, City of Clarkston: 

tashby@cityofclarkston.com 

 

mailto:tashby@cityofclarkston.com
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

City of Clarkston 2021 Holidays With Office Closures 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Healthy for Life Series "REWIND" 
Listen, Learn and Earn ($25)! Fathers Incorporated and the American Heart Association present the Healthy for Life, previously 

broadcasted, classes to promote healthier eating. 

For More Information Contact: Lawrence Wilbon, 770-804-9800, lwilbon@fathersincorporated.com 

 

                           
 
 
 
 
 

 

Georgia State University Recruits Participants for Virtual Parenting 
Interview 

 

                                                                                 

 
 

Georgia State University is recruiting parents of children 0-8 years of age, who may be interested in participating in a virtual 

interview on parenting. 
 

What will be discussed during the interview? 
The interview questions ask about caregiving responsibilities among family members, rules and discipline strategies, and cultural 

differences in parenting after moving to the U.S. The feedback from participants will be used in adapting the SafeCare program to 

better support Clarkston's parents and their families. 
 

How long is the interview? 
1 hour 

 
Where? 

Due to current social distancing requirements, all interviews will be held virtually via Zoom. 

 
Will I be paid to participate? 

If you are selected, and complete the interview, you will be sent $25 for participating. 
 

Interested in participating? 

1.     To Apply, Visit: https://gsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a30YcCBTHnld7TL 

2.     Email Erin Weeks at: eweeks@gsu.edu 

 
 
 
 

mailto:lwilbon@fathersincorporated.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EUQQuP8-lDJObOMXQBAkOKdYZCcad-P-aewlai9BzIY-BunM3jlFEbjtazlJjDOLZZo4KaAVQpTOogoI5iiuJTGiHfJ72e3z54n-UWF1zFdf7NRbFSpjDhzkll-KqDbi3aZePaqKDv-jwBcQ6QLsOeSlwjaCwg7CBaUQ5c6f-xcY4gM8iPH67Zrwik_HWJ7v&c=thIUxDxMyURWtbgpwL55eoxRcsG_p_FPl82i_rNz9wAsc3uhUbTxrw==&ch=N-2h3QW7p_QX1-rKobsqrNdRQJcBQDcRC8aA1zyQy1zB510INxlH5g==
mailto:eweeks@gsu.edu
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
 

When the school day ends, let the fun begin!   
DeKalb County Human Services Department’s Office of Youth Services presents the Virtual Village, 

“Kids Just Wanna Have Fun” online series of Free, Fun-Filled classes. 

    
 

 
For more information, visit:  https://dekalboys.org/     

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
        
 
 

 
 
 

 

DeKalb Tax Commissioner Launches 
"Click2Skip" Appointment System  

 
 
To help customers avoid excessive wait times, DeKalb County Tax Commissioner, 
Irvin Johnson, is offering the Click2Skip reservation system.  In just two easy steps, 
customers can now set, appointments for Motor Vehicle services at the Memorial 
Drive location.    
 

 

                    

Visit:  DeKalb Tax.org 

 

 

 

 

https://dekalboys.org/
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Protecting Water Quality From Urban Runoff 
This Stormwater Management Newsletter edition focuses on protecting water quality from urban runoff.  Read all about 

stormwater and the effects of urban runoff in the City of Clarkston’s latest Stormwater Management Newsletter. 

The Stormwater Management Newsletter is produced in collaboration with the City of Clarkston’s infrastructure contractor, 
Collaborative Infrastructure Services, Inc. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS DISPOSAL 
 

Dispose of unused, expired and unwanted prescription 

drugs in Rx drop boxes in Clarkston! 

 
 

           


