
ORDINANCE No. 19- tf � � 
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION IN THE CITY OF 
CLARSTON; TO PROVIDE FOR DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES OR HISTORIC DISTRICTS; 
TO PROVIDE FOR ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN APEAL 
PROCEDURE; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CLARKSTON CITY COUNCIL that existing City Code Sections 15-1 through 15-10 
are hereby designated as Article I of Chapter 15 of the City Code, entitled "Planning" and that the following provi­
sions are hereby adopted and designated as Article II of Chapter 15, entitled "Historic Preservation." 

SECTION I 

Purpose 

In support and furtherance of its findings and determination that the historical, cultural and aesthetic heritage of the 
City of Clarkston is among its most valued and important assets and that the preservation of this heritage is essen­
tial to the promotion of the health, prosperity and general welfare of the people; 

In order to stimulate revitalization of the business districts and historic neighborhoods and to protect and enhance 
local historic and aesthetic attractions to tourists and thereby promote and stimulate business; 

In order to enhance the opportunities for federal or state tax benefits under relevant provisions of federal or state 
law; and 

In order to provide for the designation, protection, preservation and rehabilitation of historic properties and historic 
districts and to participate in federal or state programs to do the same; 

The Clarkston City Council hereby declare it to be the purpose and intent of this Ordinance to establish a uniform 
procedure for use in providing for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of places, districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, objects, and landscape features having a special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest or 
value, in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance. 

SECTION II 

Definitions 

A. "Building" - A building is a structure created to shelter any form of human activity, such as a house, barn,
church, hotel or similar structure. Building may refer to a historically related complex such as a court­
house and jail or a house and barn.

B. "Certificate of Appropriateness" - Means a document evidencing approval by the Historic Preservation
Commission of an application to make a material change in the appearance of a designated historic
property or of a property located within a designated historic district.

C. "Exterior Architectural Features" - Means the architectural style, general design and general arrangement
of the exterior of a building, structure or object, including but not limited to the kind or texture of the
building material and the type and style of all windows, doors, signs and other appurtenant architectural
fixtures, features, details or elements relative to the forgoing.

D. "Exterior Environmental Features" - Means all those aspects of the landscape or the development of a site
which affect the historic character of the property.

E. "Historic District" - Means a geographically definable area, possessing a significant concentration, link­
age, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures or objects united by past events or aesthetically by plan or
physical development. A district may also comprise individual elements separated geographically but
























